2017 Thanksgiving Penning

Can we really give thanks to God at all times, including times when
things go wrong, when life gets worse, and after turning over every
shell on the beach, nothing beautiful can be found?

Well, if we care to contemplate on such question, at least we can give
thanks to God for the fact that we still care to contemplate about God
in our lives, instead of drawing our lives’ circle too small to exclude
God, so as to rely on limited human abilities to meet needs in life.

Recently a good friend came to visit me after we parted for almost a
year. As we kept each other updated, she said: “Isn’t God a bit harsh
to you, with your vocal cord problem, your finger injured by the
trimmer, your being hacked and scammed, not to mention health issues
for you and John to embrace?’ | smiled and replied: “Who doesn’t get
older and have a bit of problem here and there? At least I can still talk
and sing, my finger is still intact, and | am breathing to deal with
hiccups on our way. | cast my eyes further to realize God’s unceasing
grace: providing baby Amy (born almost orphaned and had to be
resuscitated after 15 minutes without oxygen) with caring Foster
Parents to lead her out from dire consequences of massive brain injury.
I also saw God reviving human compassion in huge disasters like
Huston floods brought by Hurricanes Harvey to Maria or BC record-
breaking wildfire, or Mexican earthquakes. And I rejoiced and gave
thanks to God.” She too smiled.

So, let’s thank God for giving us glimpses of hope when it feels like
life upon and is in its downturn, so that we care to offer all that God
has placed within us: talent, time and treasure, to share Christ’s

healing, teaching and reclaiming of lives, serving God by loving all.
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In Christ,
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